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HEC BRIGFING

HOBRN OF AFRICA

i, Since publication of the OCR paper dealing with the lowas of
25X1C

Africe,

1. %es expressed gusrded spproval for eventual sssociation be-
tween proiectorate and Italian trusi tervitory of Somslia

25X6 due for independerce in December 1960,

a. Souzlil asstioualists want to uanify 2,500,000 Somsli

tribesmen now divided among Somalis, British and
Freach 3omsliland enclaves, Ktihiopia, and Xenya.
4. Etinlopis believes its large Ogsden provisce which is mainly
Somuli inhabited and only loosely sdministered by Addis
Ababa i= prisary target of Somsll natienslists, {TE;
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. ¥Fthiopia regavds ¥Washington's support for London plan a joint

R~ 8 pressure move snd has officimlly protested to both aauntmmm}

1. Two developing situations sre worth noting.
A. Recent reports indicate Ethioplia may soon annex Eritrea.

1, Ethiopia really contrels Eritrea now Since 1958 when
Eritres was federated with Ethiopia the latter has been
slowly sliminating Eritrean autonowmy.

2, Although widespread Eritrean disorders unlikely, Cairo-
inspired sporadic riots may occur among the large Noslem

population, |
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3., & UVAR-sponsored protest to ON is likely, but probably

will not succeed,

In Merch 1959, iwportant legislative elections will be held

in Somalis as it prepares to move from UN trusteeship to

independence,

i,

2,

YThis legislature, elected for a five year term, will draft

constitution and select chief of state,

The Somsli Youth League, which now manages internal affairs,

has rigged these elections to enzmure itz continuation

in power,

This manipulation may be used by the Cairo-supported, anti-

¥estern opposition party {Greater Somalia League) as

excuse to engage in violence,

2, In fact violence erupied in Mogadiscio Monday and
the police arrested 135 members of the "Greater
Somslia League” including the President, More
disorders are likely,

The rigging, if given wide pudlic attention, is likely

to create adverse vorld opinion and raise serious

doubts whether Somali Government is representative of

people, In 19680 UK will discuss termination of trustee-~

ship agreement,
Noreover, these elections invite disorders between tribal

elements long in donflict,
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